Speaker’s Bureau

Current Topics Available
Speaker’s bio and contact information pages 3-19. 
Medical 

David Gumm, Ph. D

Jayne Jux


John Stowers, MD 
Prevention

John Stowers, MD


Ian Elliot
Care-giving

Lois McElravy 


Sandra Hare


Tim Laskowski 
Rehab/Therapy

Reg Gibbs


Kimberly Gully


Kerry T. Sanchez, OD


Brenda Toner, O.T.R. 


Ian Elliot
Education

Pauline Logan


John Stowers, MD


Brenda Toner, O.T.R. 


Lois McElravy


Ian Elliot


Reg Gibbs
Legal

Jim Hunt


Anita Roessman


Nancy Gibson
Support Services

Jayne Lux


John Stowers, MD


Tim Laskowski
Vocational

Reg Gibbs


Ian Elliot


William R. Goodrich 
Resources

Jayne Lux


Time Laskowski


Ian Elliot
Life Care Planning

William R. Goodrich 


Nancy Gibson
Parents Perspective on Brain Injury


Marilyn J. Patrick 
If you are looking for something in particular and do not see it here contact us. 


[image: image1.emf]Kerry T. Sanchez, OD    Optometrist   Self - Employed   Dr. Sanchez's experience comes from dealing with Post - Traumatic Vision  Syndrome.      Headaches       Double  Vision        Distorted Vision       Blurred Vision       Dizziness       Visual Field Loss    Area of Expertise    Rehab/Therapy   Neur o - Optometry/Rehabilitation   Availability     Evenings and weekends in Yellowstone County and close surrounding counties.    Contact Information    Contact the Brian Injury Association of Montana for more information on this  speaker.   Phone:  1.800.241.6442    



 EMBED Word.Document.8 \s [image: image2.emf]Kimberly Gully   Executive Director    Gentiva Rehab Without Walls   Ms. Gully has been a speech pathologist for 21 years and has worked in a variety  of settings including sub acute, acute rehab, inpatient medically acute, SNF, day  treatment, transitional living   center and home and community rehab. Her  primary area of interest and expertise is in the area of traumatic brain injury  with special emphasis on functional treatment techniques for TBI.    During her 21 years of experience as a speech pathologist she has h ad the  privilege of working with a wide variety of individuals with brain injury ranging  from coma to mild traumatic brain injury. Her favorite types of clients to work  with are the very low functioning, non - verbal, frequently trach and g - tube  dependent an d the high functioning mild traumatic brain injury individuals. She  has presented numerous times on a wide variety of topics related to TBI  including family education, introduction to TBI, augmentative communication,  decannulation and therapy techniques.    Area of Expertise    Rehab/Therapy   Functional Treatment Techniques   Availability   Please Contact Ms. Gully for her availability.   Contact Information   Kimberly Gully   Gentiva Rehab Without Walls   1501 West Cameron Ave, Suite 210   West Covina, CA 91790   800 - 677 - 2244  x 7468   913 - 814 - 4219 (fax)   Email:   Kim Gully     Kimberly Gully   15649 Fallen Oaks Lane   Chino Hills, CA 91709   909 - 393 - 9457   909 - 489 - 1404 (cell)   Email:    Kim Gully  



 EMBED Word.Document.8 \s [image: image3.emf]Lois McElravy , Lessons from Lois     Keynote   Speaker /Trainer ,  Motivational Humor,  Brain Injury Survivor/Thriver   Lois grew up believing that she could accomplish anything she set her  mind to do.    Little did she know, her mind would turn out to be her biggest  c hallenge.   Eighteen years ago, Lois was living a life she loved.   In a split second,  everything changed. Without warning, a utility truck crashed into her car, an d  shattered her promising future. The resulting brain injury she suffered may have  destroyed Loi s' life plans, but not her spirit. Learning to laugh and   "hangin' on with  humor"   rescued her from the  distress and despair surrounding   her  everyday life  and initiated her recovery.   Doctors told Lois that 2 years post injury was the best she could hope for  her brain to recover.  Even though her situation felt hopeless, Lois never gave up  striving to improve. She developed creative systems and strategies to compensate  for her organizational, planning and memory deficits and learned how to protect her  brain fro m the outside influences which caused rapid cognitive wear - down.    Lois acquired masterful coping skills to deal with her loss,  accept her new  reality, relieve frustration, and rebound quickly from disappointment.   She  developed a knack for finding a humorou s perspective when  “things didn’t go as  planned.”     She learned how to quickly turn disruptive events into valuable learning  experiences and discovered “treasures in her trials.”    When Lois was 12 years post injury,   she started to experience some noticeable   improvements with brain function.  When Lois asked her doctors to explain why her  brain function was improving, they answered, "It is a result of your consistent effort  of doing many small things over an extended period of time."   When Lois was 15 years pos t injury,  she started her own motivational speaker  business,   Lessons from Lois .  She was accepted into National Speakers Association  three years later.    Today, Lois passionately paves the way for others to  “hang on with  humor…when life looks ugly."   She ente rtains, inspires and motivates national  audiences with   hilarious personal stories  which   contain life - changing insights ,  humor strategies   and practical solutions   to bounce back when  "things don't go as  planned."     She instills a special gift of self - accepta nce for persons living with brain  injury  and provides tools to help them redefine their life purpose and feel happy.  Lois offers insights and a survivor’s perspective of  “living with brain injury”   to  bridge the gap of misunderstanding   and improve communica tion   between  survivors ,  family members, care - givers, and professionals .  



 EMBED Word.Document.8 \s [image: image4.emf]Marilyn J. Patrick    Administrative Assistant to the Dean    Montana Tech  --   College of Technology   Marilyn is the parent to a brain injured young man whose injuries were  sustained   in the early teenage years. She has been the care - giver, advocate, and support  for him the past 11 years. She laughs when he laughs, cries when he cries and  feels his pain at being an outsider in the world he used to hold in the palm of his  hand.    Area of Expertise    Parents Perspective on Brain Injury   Availability    Anytime during the   week in the following counties:      Silverbow       Deer Lodge       Beaverhead       Powell       Granite    Contact Information    Marilyn Patrick   Montana Tech  -   College of Technology   25 Basin Creek Road   Butte, MT 59701   406 - 496 - 3711   406 - 496 - 3710 (fax)   Email:  mpatrick@mtech.edu      



 EMBED Word.Document.8 \s [image: image5.emf]Nancy Gibson   Attorney   Gibson Law Offices , PLLC  -   Owner   Ms .  Gibson   has been practicing law in Missoula, Montana since 1985.  Nancy  is  the only Montana  attorney who is a member of the Special Needs Alliance, an  invitation - only national  organization of disability law attorneys who specialize in  special needs and settlement planning.  Nancy is also a past director of The  Special Needs Alliance.    Members of the Alliance assist injured persons receiving  a settlement or award to preserve eligi bility for government benefits, and also  assist families in providing for loved ones with disabilities.  She provides  legal  services to clients throughout Montana through her specialization in elder and  disability law.      Area of Expertise    Legal :  Medicaid P lanning; Special Needs Trusts; Settlement   Planning; Estate Planning                for Families     Availability   Weekdays in the following counties: Missoula , Ravalli   Contact Information    Gibson Law Offices, PLLC   4110 Weeping Willow Dr   Missoula , MT 59 803   Phone:    406. 728.3232   Fax:      406. 251.3203   E - mail:   nancy@ngibsonlaw.com    



 EMBED Word.Document.8 \s [image: image6.emf]Pauline M. Logan    Teacher and Brain Injury Thriver    Pauline is a survivor of several brain injuries, which has affected her life in many  areas. A member of the Hamilton support group since 1999 and has been doing  research on her own regarding brain injurie s.    Pauline's interests are in speaking especially to students and to the medical  community regarding prevention of brain injuries, and furthering knowledge of  how such injuries hinder a survivors progress in daily life.   Area of Expertise    Education   Certif ied Teacher   Avaliability   Weekdays, Evenings, and Weekends (not including Sunday A.M.); in the Ravalli,  Missoula, and Flathead counties.    Contact Information   Contact the Brian Injury Association of Montana for more information on this  speaker.   Phone: 1.800. 241.6442      



 EMBED Word.Document.8 \s [image: image7.emf]Reg Gibbs ,  MS, CRC, LCPC, CBIS     Brain Injury Specialist & Rehabilitation Counselor    Rocky Mountain Rehab    Reg Gibbs, MS is founder and owner of Rocky Mountain Rehab, P.C. of Billings, Montana.     He  earned a BS in Psychology in 1992 and a Master's degree in  Rehabilitation Counseling in 1994  from Montana State University - Billings.     He is a Certified Rehabilitation Counselor, Licensed  Clinical Professional Counselor, and Certified Brain Injury Specialist.       He has nearly four years of experience in public - secto r vocational rehabilitation and for two years  was the Outpatient Case Manager for St. Vincent Healthcare in Billings, where he administered  the day - to - day operations of the Headway Brain Injury Program.     Currently, he provides  vocational rehabilitation, me dical case management, and life care planning services to the private  sector.       He also is the administrator of the Extended Employment program for the state of Montana as  well as database administrator for the state of Idaho’s Extended Employment program.     He has  been recognized by Montana district courts, United States district courts, and the Social Security  Administration as a rehabilitation and vocational expert.           Reg is a part - time member of the Graduate Faculty at Montana State University - Billin gs College  of Allied Health Professions, Rehabilitation and Mental Health Master’s Degree Program.     He  owns Brightsun Technologies, a company that develops software for the rehabilitation industry.   Area of Expertise    Rehab/Therapy   Medical Issues   Life Care  Planning     Vocational   Employment Issues     Education   Classroom Strategies     Availability   Weekdays, Evenings, and Weekends all over the state.   Contact Information   Rocky Mountain Rehabilitation   Phone: (406) 259 - 7495   Toll - Free: 877 - 278 - 4600   Fax: (406) 252 - 5773   E - mail:  rgibbs@rmrehab.com  



 EMBED Word.Document.8 \s [image: image8.emf]Sandra L. Hare    Owner of S - Hare Solutions    Sandra worked five years as an instructor for a private non - profit social service  agency working with many students with brain injury, emotional and  developmental delays. Sandra has also been teaching and/or prese nting  workshops, keynote addresses and classes throughout the North West for 15  years. Her areas of expertise include human relations, communication, wellness,  leadership, compassion fatigue, and motivation issues.   Area of Expertise    Care - giving   Compassion   Fatigue   Stress Management     Availability   Sandra has an open schedule for speaking anywhere within the state.   Contact Information   S - Hare Solutions   PO Box 75   East Helena, MT 59635   Phone: 406.439.5658   Email:  s.hare@br esnan.net        



 EMBED Word.Document.8 \s [image: image9.emf]Tim Laskowski    Social Worker & Case manager for Home and  Community Based Services    Community Medical Center    Tim has published his own novel in 1993,  Every Good Boy Does Fine,   about a  man with a brain injury. He has given multiple readings and presentation s  including the Brain Injury Association of Montana's 2003 Conference. 1990 and  1993 - 1994 Tim worked as a long term care specialist for Montana Medicaid.  1994 to the present Tim works as a case manager with Home and  Community   Based Services. In both cases  Tim provided community integration services for  people with brain injuries.    Area of Expertise    Care - giving   Support Services   Home and Community Based Services     Other   Every Good Boy Does Fine   Availability   Weekdays and Evenings in the following counties: Mis soula, Ravalli, and Mineral,  but willing to go most anywhere with notice.    Contact Information   Home and Community Based Services   607 SW Higgins   Missoula, MT 59803   Phone:  406.327.4586   E - mail:      



 EMBED Word.Document.8 \s [image: image10.emf]William R. Goodrich    Vice President of Operations    National Life Care Institute   Mr. Goodrich has provided vocational rehabilitation, life care planning and case  management services to and for individuals, families and caregivers from ages 2  to 92.   Mr. Good rich holds National Certifications as a Rehabilitation Counselor, Case  Manager, Life Care Planner, Counselor, and in pain management. He has been  practicing in both the public and private sectors since 1972.    Area of Expertise    Vocational     Other   Life Care  Planning   Availability   Weekdays and Weekends depending on schedule; all over the state   Contact Information   Contact the Brian Injury Association of Montana for more information on this  speaker.   Phone: 1.800.241.6442     E - mail:     



 EMBED Word.Document.8 \s [image: image11.emf]Anita Roessman    Attorney   Montana Advocacy Program (MAP)    Anita has worked at the Montana Advocacy Program since May 1998. Before that  she was a public defender in Pendleton, Oregon. She is a 1994 graduate of the  University of Oregon School of Law, and a me mber of both the Oregon and  Montana bar associations. At MAP, her principle focus is on the civil rights of  people with mental illness and intellectual disabilities. She represents MAP at the  Montana Legislature and works with consumer and advocacy organiz ations, in  addition to litigating and doing appellate work. Anita is also a Board Member of  BIAM.   Area of Expertise    Legal       Availability   Please contact for Availability.   Contact Information    Montana Advocacy Program    PO Box 1681   Helena, MT 59624   Phone:  1 .800.245.4743   Fax:      406.449.2418   E - mail:      



 EMBED Word.Document.8 \s [image: image12.emf]Brenda Toner    Admissions and Clinical Coordinator Community  Bridges    Community Medical Center  --   Community Bridges    Brenda Toner has worked in acute , post - acute residential, outpatient, and long  term care in her 17 year career as an occupational therapist  specializing in brain  injury rehabilitation.  Brenda is currently the Admissions and Clinical Coordinator  of Community Medical Center's Bridges   Program as well as a staff occupational  therapist. She is a certified brain injury specialist (CBIS) through the  American  Academy of Certified Brain Injury Specialists , and certified through the Neuro - Optometric Rehabilitation Association as a Level 1 Clinician.    Area of Expertise    Therapy/Rehab   Home Modifications and Home Safety.    Brain Injur y  Rehabilitation   Visual  Perceptual dysfunctions     Education   Tra u matic Brain Injury   Environmental Modification for individuals with cognitive impairments     Assessment and treatment approaches for visual/perceptual dysfunction     Ava i lability   Check with speaker on availability   Contact  Information   Brain Injury Association of Montana   1280 S. 3rd St. West, Suite 4   Missoula, MT 59801   Phone:  406.541.6442/ 1.800.241.6442   E - mail:     



 EMBED Word.Document.8 \s [image: image13.emf]David R. Gumm, Ph.D    Neuropsychologist   St. Vincent Healthcare   Dr. Gumm's area of expertise is  Recovery from Traumatic Brain Injury   (TBI). His  experience with brain injury comes from his post doctoral fellowship in  neuropsychology,and inpatient rehabilitati on as part of the Headway Day  Treatment program for acquired brain injury.    Dr. Gumm's professional services include Neuropsychological assessment, pain  assessment, individual counseling, group education, counseling and support.    Area of Expertise    Medical   Recovery from TBI            Availability     Weekdays and evenings in Yellowstone County and adjoining counties.   Contact Information    St. Vincent Healthcare    2900 12th Ave. N., Suite 10W   Billings MT, 59101   Phone:  406.238.6437   E - mail:   david.gumm@svh - mt.org    



 EMBED Word.Document.8 \s [image: image14.emf]Ian R. Elliot   Project Coordinator Montana Center on  Disabilities, Brain Injury Thriver, & Billings  Support Group Facilitator.    Montana State University  -   Billings   In May 1994, Ian dozed off at 75 mph and woke up 3 weeks later with a  fractured pelvis, torn  rotor cuff in his left sholder and a permanent brain injury.  His career as a professional performing artist, playwright, arts presenter and  theatre manager was put on hold during a lengthy rehabilitation process which  continues to this day. He lost his 17  year marriage, his job, and partial cognitive  capacity over 10 years ago, and developed innovative strategies to recover from  his losses. In 1998 he graduated with honors and now holds a Masters Degree in  Rehabilitative Counseling.    Ian has developed and s taged an original theatrical presentation entitled,  "STARFIRE...An Empowering Journey  through   Trauma". It is affordably priced,  easily staged and designed for touring to other sites. "STARFIRE..." incorporates  visual art, music, mime, and theatre elements  in telling his story of recovery and  inspiring fellow thrivers and family members to address their issues creatively  and passionately. Ian is a support group facilitator, published playwright,  musician, performing arts producer/presenter and a disability r ights advocate.    Area of Expertise    Prevention   Think First Before You Act     Rehab/Therapy   What's in  Your   Rehab Toolbox     Education   Revealing the Hidden Disability     Funding     Vocational   Voc - Rehab  -   Empowering Opportunities     Other   "Starfire...An Empowering Jour ney  through   Trauma"     Availability   Contact Ian for his  availability   times and locations.    



 EMBED Word.Document.8 \s [image: image15.emf]Jayne Lux    RN & Case manager for Home and Community  Based Services    Community Medical Center    Jayne has worked as a case manager since 1989. 30% of the clientele that they  serve at HCBS have brain injuries. She advocated to start services for persons  with  brain injuries. Jayne was very active in the committee that started the  Bridges and Headway programs. She also advocated and set up Beehive #4,  which is a home for individuals with brain injuries.   Area of Expertise    Medical            Support Services   Home and   Community Based Services     Other   Resources   Avaliability   Weekdays and Evenings in the following counties: Missoula, Ravalli, and Mineral,  but willing to go most anywhere.    Contact Information   Home and Community Based Services   607 SW Higgins   Missoula, MT 598 03   Phone:  406.327.4589   E - mail:   Jayne    



 EMBED Word.Document.8 \s [image: image16.emf]Jim Hunt    Attorney   Hunt Law Firm  -   Owner   Mr. Hunt represents several people with traumatic brain injuries. He has also  attended several legal and medical educational programs on traumatic brain  injury. He has spoken with many Neuropsychologists on the subj ect and  continues to pick their brains.   Area of Expertise    Legal   Personal injury and TBI     Availability   All of Montana depending on weather and schedule; enjoys visiting the rural  parts of Montana as well as the urban.    Contact Information    Hunt Law Firm    3 10 Broadway   Helena, MT 59601   Phone:  406.442.8552   Fax:      406.495.1660   E - mail:   Jim Hunt    



 EMBED Word.Document.8 \s [image: image17.emf]John C. Stowers, MD    Emergency Physician   Self Employed    Dr. Stowers is a board certified emergency physician. He has specialty training  and clinical experience in the treatment of acute/subacute brain injuries. He is  also a thriver of brain injury, 4.5 yea rs post. Dr. Stowers underwent extensive  rehabilitation and has subsequently obtained additional training in TBI.   Dr. Stowers provides initial treatment and evaluations of brain injuries. Along  with the initial treatment he provides education and facilitat es long term care  and follow - up.   Area of Expertise    Medical   Acute Brain Injury            Prevention     Education     Support Services            Avaliability   Dr. Stowers is pretty much avaliable anytime but he needs to know well in  advance of the time (i.e. 1 - 2 months ). He is avaliable in Missoula and Greatfalls  areas, but would be open to other areas as well.    Contact Information   2747 Ancabide Lane   Missoula, MT 59802   Phone:  406.542.9190   Phone:  406.544.7376   E - mail:   Dr. St owers    


